CHAPTER XIV

THE LATER DRAMA UP TO THE CIVIL WAR
GENERAL STUDIES AND COLLECTIONS

(See above p. 218. The Lost Plays of Shakespeare's Age by
C. J. Sisson [C.U.P.] may also be consulted,)

INDIVIDUAL AUTHORS
BEN JONSON (1572-1637)

None of Jonson's early works, written perhaps for Henslowe's
company between 1595 and 1597, survive. His earliest extant
play may be the comedy of English rustic life called The Case is
Altered, possibly written in 1597 and certainly acted by the
Children of the Chapel before the end of 1598. It was pub* in
1609, modern rpt. in Y.S.E. Vol. 56, 1917. His reputation as a
dramatist was made by the two great "humour" comedies.
Every Man in his Humour (acted in Sept. 1598, pub. 1601), and
Every Man out of his Humour (acted 1599 or 1600, pub. 1600).
There are many modern edd. of Every Man in his Humour. The best
are by C. H. Herford in R.E.C. Vol. 2, 1913; by P. Simpson
(O.U.P. 1919); by H. H. Carter in Y.S.E., 1921; and facs. in
Bang, Vol. 10, 1905. Every Man out of his Humour, appropriately
called on its title page a "Comicall satyre" is rptd. in M.S.R. and
Bang, N.S. XVI, vii. The two plays connected with Jonson's
quarrel with Marston and the "war of the theatres" are
Cynthia's Revels and The Poetaster both acted in 1600. The Fountaine
ofSelfe or Cynthia's Revels was pub. in 1601 (rpts. in Y.S.E., 1912,
and Bang, Vol. 22), and Poetaster or the Araignement in 1602 (rpts.
in Y.S.E., 1905 and B.L.). The first of Jonson's learned Roman
tragedies, Seianus, his Fall was pub, in 1605 (acted in 1603 or 1604;
modern edd. by W. E. Briggs in B.L., and in Neilson). In 1605
Jonson collaborated with Chapman and Marston in the amusing
comedy of London life called Eastward Hoe for which the three
authors were imprisoned.
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